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Shaun Morroll  
Department for Communities and Local Government  
2nd Floor, NE, Fry Building  
2 Marsham Street  
London  
SW1P 4DF  
 
ndr@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
 
3 April 2017 
 
Consultation on proposals on the design and implementation of the locally 
administered Business Rates Relief Scheme 
 
Dear Shaun, 
 
The Society of County Treasurers (SCT) is comprised of all Chief Financial Officers from the 
twenty-seven shire counties in English local government. Following the reorganisation of local 
government in 1997 and 2009, the SCT also includes eleven shire unitary authorities that have 
similar interests in local government issues. Together, these authorities represent 46% of the 
population of England and provide services across 87% of its land area. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to respond to the above consultation. This response represents 
the views of the Society as a whole. The SCT, however, would also like to bring your attention 
to the responses of individual member authorities.  
 
At the 2017 Spring Budget, the Chancellor announced that the Government would make 
available a discretionary fund of £300m over the next four years from 2017-18. Billing 
authorities will be provided with a share of this fund to provide discretionary relief to those 
ratepayers facing significant increases in their bills following the revaluation.  
 
The SCT welcome the support Government is showing to local businesses as well as the 
policy direction of allowing the local design and implementation of the operation of business 
rates relief schemes.  
 
However, the Chancellor’s announcement was made after the council budget setting period for 
2017-18 (the first year of the scheme) had finished and this consultation, which includes 
allocations, does not close until after the beginning of the 2017-18 financial year when locally-
administered schemes will have begun.  
 
The Society would like to stress the importance of early funding announcements to enable 
local authorities to accurately plan the efficient use of all public resources available to them. 
This funding was announced following the publication of the draft list and after many think 
tanks and lobbying organisations had pointed out the huge increases in bills that many 
businesses would be facing.  
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The design of discretionary relief schemes including eligibility criteria for support will be the 
responsibility of billing authorities, in collaboration with other authorities operating within their 
area. In two-tier areas districts councils will lead on designing the discretionary scheme criteria 
with the county council. The timing of this announcement has meant that, in order to 
implement the scheme promptly, there is little time for counties to negotiate with their district 
partners, which in some areas may be as many as 12 district authorities.  
 
Once again due to the timing of the announcement schemes will come into operation without 
the appropriate parameters already in place. Instead these will need to be implemented 
retrospectively resulting in additional administration. The SCT therefore calls on the 
Government to consider the need for new burdens money to fund this. 
 
Whilst £300m is available for the scheme over the four-year period this funding is significantly 
frontloaded as follows: 
  
                             2017-18     £175m                      
                             2018-19       £85m 
                             2019-20       £35m                      
                             2020-21         £5m 
 
At present there is no indication whether this will continue in some form beyond 2020-21. 
Members would therefore like to seek clarity on whether funding for locally administered 
business rate relief schemes will be time limited.  
 
With the introduction of 100% business rate retention in 2019-20 the Society seeks 
assurances that local business rate relief schemes will support the implementation of 100% 
business rates retention.  
 
Members would also like to confirm whether the £175m in 2017-18 and £85m in 2018-19 are 
new monies into DCLG from HMT or have been deducted pre-100% business rates retention. 
In addition will the £35m in 2019-20 and £5m in 2020-21 be top sliced from the amount 
available for 100% business rates retention.  
 
The consultation goes on to set out the proposed level of funding billing authorities will receive 
over the four years. In future years this is particularly small in some cases. The Society 
believes that this will result in districts council being disinclined to develop a scheme.   
 
In summary the Society welcomes the announcement by the Government of this additional 
discretionary funding but feels that the lateness of the announcement in the budget setting 
period has led to additional costs in implementing the schemes. Furthermore it has weakened 
the opportunity for authorities in two-tier areas to negotiate a scheme fit for their area. This 
coupled with the small grant allocations in latter years may therefore discourage district 
authorities from establishing a scheme in their area. The SCT is also keen to understand how 
funding will interact with the move to 100% BRR in 2019-20. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Pete Moore 
President, Society of County Treasurers  


